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most of my friends are ill-disposed towards the
French, and very naturally; but unless they are
forced by the necessity of unendurable sacrifices,
they will take no active steps; it thus is no occasion
for surprise at what happens in places whither the
enemy penetrates; but in those very places the inhab-
itants have greeted the French army in the warmest
way, when it was exhausted by all it had endured;
and this proves the purity of our intentions and their
obedience to my orders. I think that I have seen
proof that Austria will remain linn in its alliance
with France. If that \vero otherwise, my position is
very different from that of that power; I am the
natural ally of France. If 1 were to change my sys-
tem, I should always be sacrificed by the .Russians,
and then again by the French, who would treat me
as an enemy, and with justice* I know there are
madmen who look upon France as exhausted, but
you will soon see it presenting an army of three hun-
dred thousand men, as line an the first one* I sup-
pose that I shall have dark moments and sacrifices
to endure; I shall endure what I must to assure the
peace and future prosperity of my family* Tell the
Emperor I can make no more pecuniary sacrifices;
but if he will give me the money, I can still raise
fifty or sixty thousand men for kin service. More-
over, in tlie present circumstances it is fortunate that
Prussia is tranquil\ for if there were to be an insuav
rection in this country, it would be the spark that
would set Germany ablaze."